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zing ® AUSTRIA’S NE'Y PRESIDENT: ACCLF SCHAERF 
heliey 
il zbyy Former Vice Chancellor Adolf Schaerf, the Socialist nom- 
ch hain von the presidential elections of May 5 by a narrow mar- 
ard Bein of 99,424 votes. The candidate backed by the People’s 
party and Freedom Party, Prof. Denk, a non-political figure, 
conceded defeat early in the morning of May 6 after a quiet 
n Aus and uneventful campaign which culminated in a heavy turnout 
Nn PaMhat found 4,502,258 of Austria’s 4,624,164 eligible voters at 
aCCelm lls. These are the returns: 
n€ + 
of thas 95 Total Vote: SCHAERF DENK:  Voided Ballots: 
a °i oni a a oo 
y T 4,502,258 2,259,975 2,160,551 81,732 
Lie * a ae aa ee 
51 KOERNER GLEISSNER: 
4,365,127 2,172,806 2,004, 290 188,031 









rhe late Theodor Koerner, a socialist, was the first Pre- 
eA mident elected by popular vote. His predecessor, the veteran 
~ socialist leader Karl Renner was elected by both Houses of 
Parliament. (In the first contest, Koerner, then mayor of Vien- 
p2,ran behind Heinrich Gleissner, the People’s party nominee 
nd governor of Upper Austria. Votes cast for the candidates 
of the Freedom Party and the Communists, however, prevented 
Gleissner from polling the required majority. In the second 
contest, with the candidates of the Freedom party and the 


} 
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Communists eliminated, Koerner pulled ahead of Gleissner and 
was elected; it may be noted that the Communists choose not 
t ntest the present election. 


Biographical Data 


Adolf Schaerf, newly elected President of Austria, comes 
from a Viennese working-class family. He was bom on April 
2, 1890, in Nikolsburg, Lower Austria, but, soon after his 
birth, his family moved to Vienna where he was educated. He 
hitended the University of Vienna, obtaining his Doctor of 
-2Ws degree there. After World War I, President Schaerf join 
ba the civil service dnd worked in Parliament as permanent 
Becretary of the Social Democratic parliamentary party. 

From his early youth, the new President has been active 
nthe social democratic movement. Following his service to 
he Social Democratic party in parliament as well as in the 
fapacity of councillor in legislative and constitutional mat- 
ffs, Dr. Schaerf in July, 1933, took his seat in the Upper 















House (Bundesrat). In February, 1934, he was arrested for 
political reasons and sent to a detention camp. After his re 
lease, he became a practicing lawyer, occupied mainly with 
the defense of the politically persecuted. He was later arrest- 
ed twice by the Nazi regime. On April 27, 1945, he was ap- 
pointed Secretary of State in the Provisional Government of 
Karl Renner, and from December of that year to the present he 
has served without interruption as Vice-Chancellor of the 
Austrian Government. In 1945 the Socialist party elected him 
party chairman, a post he has now relinquished. 

Schaerf is one of the foremost experts on the Austrian 
Constitution. During his tenure in government, he has proved 
himself a staunch supporter of the concept of coalition gov- 
ernment for Austria. He is a widower and has one daughter. 
Reading of political and juridical books is his favorite pas- 
time. 
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MEMBERS OF CONGRESS VISIT AUSTRIA, Minister of the 
Interior Oskar Helmer recently received a group of members 
of the United States Congress, headed by Representative Ed- 
na Kelly of New York. The other members of the party were 
Representatives Armistead I. Selden, Frank M. Coffin, James 
G. Fulton and Alvin M. Bentley, all of them members of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee. The Minister discussed 
with the visitors some of the current problems arising out of 
the presence of the Hungarian refugees in Austria. Among the 
subjects recited by Mr. Helmer was the situation recently re 
sulting from limitations placeu on the emigration of Hungarian 
refugees to the United States. Helmer appealed to quotas for 
new Hungarian refugees. He also expressed Austria’s appre- 
ciation of the effective aid which the United States has given 
thus far in solving the refugee problem. 


THE “IRON CURTAIN'' HAS SURVIVED. Reports have been 
received from localities all along the Austrian-Hungarian fron- 
tier that Hungary is employing a huge labor force and large 
amounts of material to complete a new barrier along the bor- 
der. It is estimated that within one month’s time the entire 
frontier will be sealed off with barbed-wire entanglements and 
mines. 

The new barrier is more hazardous than its predecessor, 
most of which was torn down last year. The entanglements 
are about 7 feet high and are extremely dense, inmostcases, 
arranged in a phalanx of three successive rows. 

Special units are laying mines in the intervening spaces 

between the fencing. The minesare buried and well concealed. 
Trip wire has been strung inevery directionand has also been 
connected with the barbed wire. Anyone making contact with 
the barbed wire can detonate a mine. 
AMERICAN RED CROSS EXPENDS 5,250,000 DOLLARS ON 
HUNGARIAN REFUGEES. On June 30, the refugee camps 
run by the American Red Cross in Austria will be transferred 
to the administration of the Austrian Red Cross. 

General Alfred M. Gruenther, President of the American 
Red Cross, has announced that as of that date his organiza- 
tion will have spent a total of 5,250,000 dollars for refugee 
welfare in Austria and aid shipments to Hungary. 

At the time of the heaviest flow of Hungarian refugees in- 
to Austria, the American RedCross was maintaining 40 camps 
accommodating nearly 50,000 refugees. 


IRON CURTAIN NATIONALS, IF EXPATRIATES SINCE 
1945, CAN NOW CLAIM IN AUSTRIA ASSETS FROZ'EN IN 
THE U.S. Anyone who has held Hungarian, Bulgarian or Ro- 
manian citizenship at any time between December 7, 1941, 
and now and who has notresided behind the Iron Curtain since 
1945 is now free to apply for the release of property seized 
by the United States Government as enemy alien property. The 
opportunity for such application has been made possible 
through a recent amendment to the U.S. International Claims 
Settlement Act of 1949. Qualified persons having their resid- 
ence or regular abode in Austria may apply through the Aus- 
trian National Bank, filing their claims as follows: Pruefungs- 
stelle fuer den Zahlungsverkehr mit dem Ausland (Control De- 
partment for Payments Clearance with Foreign Countries), 
5 Schwarzspanierstrasse, Vienna IX. 





AUSTRIA TO PERMIT ENTRY OF 5000 REFUGEES FROw 
YUGOSLAVIA. Acceding to an urgent request by the uy 
Highcommissioner for Refugees, Mr. Lindt, as well as by th, 
Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration, the Ays. 
trian Ministry of the Interior granted temporary entry permit; 
to 5000 Hungarian refugees at present in Yugoslavia. ‘‘Huma. 
nitarian reasons’’ were given for this exceptional measyr 
which marks a departure from the hitherto accepted practic 
of admitting refugees only from their country of origin. At the 
same time, the total of refugees in Austria has dropped belo, 
the 40,000-mark for the firsttime this year. However, the Hig, 
commissioner stressed that a ‘‘determined and concerted e 
fort’’ is still required to free Austria from the refugee proble- 
and to reduce the number of refugees to a minimum by the en; 
of this year;’’ Mr. Lindt added that Austria’s contributio: 
“*has yet to be equalled by other nations.’’ 

MIKOYAN VISITS AUSTRIA. A. I. Mikoyan, First Deputy Pre 
sident of the Council of Ministers of the Soviet Union, paid: 
state visit to Austria April 23-27, by invitation of the Austr. 
an Government. He was accompanied by P. N. Kumykin, Dep 
uty Minister of Foreign Trade, and Envoy I. I. Ilyichov, Hea: 
of the Third European Division of the Soviet Ministry of For 
eign-Affairs. The talks of the Russian guests in Austria wer: 








also attended by S. G. Lapin, Soviet Ambassador in Vienna 

During his stay in Vienna, Mr. Mikoyan had an opportuni) 
to confer with various members of the Austrian Goverment 
including Chancellor Raab, Ministers Fig] (Foreign Affairs 
Kamitz (Finance), Bock (Trade), Helmer (Interior), Thom 
(Agriculture), Waldbrunner (Communications and Power) ari 
Undersecretaries Kreisky (Foreign Affairs) and Grubhofer (I: 
terior), aS well as with members of the Land Governments a 
business leaders. The information the visitors obtained i: 
these talks was supplemented by a trip through the Laender 

Chancellor Raab told the Russian guests that Austria’ 
policies were always geared to strengthening peace. He sai 
that although disarmament was primarily a problem for th 
Great Powers, Austria would bend every effort to contribu 
to a lasting peace. (Both parties to the conversations were! 
agreement that the conclusion of the Austrian State Treat! 
had been a positive contribution to international understan¢ 
ing and that Austrian neutrality was a very important facto 
in the maintenance of peace.) 

There was unanimous agreement that Austria was effec’ 
ing proper and punctual delivery of the shipments stipulate 
under the State Treaty and that it was cooperating satisfa 
torily with the appropriate Soviet agencies. It was mutual! 
acknowledged that the present proportions of exchanges° 
goods under the trade agreement were not fully satisfactory‘ 
either party and that an expansion in the volume of trade W 
a goal to be sought. A decision was reached conceminég 
meeting between competent Soviet and Austrian represen 
tives for the purpose of effecting such an expansion. 

Before his departure, Mr. Mikoyan extended an invitatic 
to Chancellor Raab, Vice-ChancellorSchaerf, Foreign Minis! 
Figl and State Secretary Kreisky to make an official visit! 
the Soviet Union. The Chancellor expressed his thanks! 
the invitation and his hopes of accepting it at the earlies 
possible date. 
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AUSTRIAN NATIONAL BANK PAYS 6 PER CENT DIVI- 
DENDS. The general meeting of the state-owned Austrian Na- 
tional Bank recently approved the final figures for the fiscal 
year 1956 and decided to distribute a six per cent dividend to 
its stockholders. In his discussion of the statement, the of- 
ficial reporting to the meeting pointed out that the bank’s for 
eigrexchange and gold reserves in 1956 rose by 1.2 billion 
schillings to a total value of 10.5 billion (one dollar equals 
26 schillings — Ed.). Foreign currency reserves are sufficient 
to cover import requirements for about five months, so that 
Austria occupies a leading position among European nations 
in this respect. In relation to bank-note circulation, the valu 
ta coverage of the schilling was 73 per cent (71 per cent in 
1955). As compared with 1955, the credit demand rose by 
slightly over half a billion schillings. (This expansion is of 
course reflected in an increase in circulating capital, which 
increased by about 1.3 billion schillings over the preceding 
year, Of this figure, the increase in banknote circulation ac- 
counts for 1,230 million schillings.) 

The profit and loss statement for fiscal 1956 also shows 
the allocation to the Federal Government of a share in the 
profits amounting to 122.9 million schillings. Except for nine 
million schillings, which will cover the six per cent dividend 
to stockholders, the net profits — including a balance brought 
forward in the amount of 68.2 million schillings — will go into 
the reserve fund. 
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SCHILLING MAINTAINS HIGH DEGREE OF STABILITY. Ac- 
cording to the April report of the Bank for International Clear- 
r (I"B ance Payments at Basel, the Austrian schilling was the sec- 
20% ond most stable European currency during the first quarter of 
1957, outdistanced only by the Portuguese escudo. At the end 
of March, the divergence of the schilling quotation on the 
18% free Zurich market from the official dollar parity value was 
S@0B minus 1.2 per cent and in February was on occasion even be- 
“low minus 1 per cent. A comparison with some of the other 
stable currencies of Europe, e.g. the deutschemark (minus 
1.2 per cent), the Swedish krone (minus 1.8 per cent), the 
British pound (minus 4.2 per cent) and the French franc, shows 
the high degree of stability of the Austrian schilling. 





VALUE OF AUSTRIAN BONDS ON SWISS EXCHANGE CON- 
effec’ TINUES TO RISE. At the end of February, 1957, the price in- 
ulate dex quoted for Austrian loan bonds in Switzerland closed at 
tisfec® 111.55 per cent of the rate of issue, another rise over the 





stualle 108.50 quoted at the end of January. (In comparison, the aver- 

iges meee price quoted for foreign bonds in general was 89.82 per 

tory wm™mcent of par.) 

de was 

ming ORE SAVINGS DEPOSITS. Savings deposits in Austrian 

ssentes ngs banks exceeded the six-billion mark in March, amount- 
ing to a total of 6.0954 billion schillings on March 31. (26 

 tatiompecnillings equals one dollar — Ed.). This means that the level 


rinist of savings deposits has practically tripled in the past three- 
énd-one-half years. During the first quarter of 1957, the in 
fease in savings deposits was 505 million schillings. This 
figure was higher than for the first quarter of 1956 (498 mil- 
lion) and 1955 (494 million). 
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EARLY SEASONAL ACTIVITY GIVES IMPETUS TO AUSTRI- 
AN ECONOMY. The unusually mild weather has started off 
the spring season at least half a month earlier than usual. 
Even in March, the building trade and other seasonal trades 
were working at full capacity. In rural areas farmers were able 
to get into the fields as early as mid-February to gain a sub 
stantial start on the season. Consumption of power by all sec- 
tions of the economy was seven per cent lower in February 
and power production by hydroelectric plants was 80 per cent 
higher than in 1955, with the result that large amounts of coal 
were saved. Spring buying in the retail trade began as early 
as February. Trends in fireign trade and tourism have also 
been favorable. 

Since the price decrease in seasonal products, e.g. vege- 
tables, eggs, etc., came earlier than normal this year, the 
cost-of-living index dropped by 1.5% between mid-February 
and mid-March; at a level of 726.9 (1937 equals 100) it exhib 
ited a drop (by 1.1 per cent) over the previous month for the 
first time in two years. 


INVESTMENT FAILS TO KEEP UP WITH INCREASE IN 
CONSUMPTION. In 1956 the value of the Austrian economy 
was 109.5 billion schillings, a figure which was 7.3 per cent 
higher than the 1955 value. (One dollar equals 26 Austrian 
schillings — Ed.) (However, in view of increases in prices, 
the Austrian social product for 1956 increased by only 3.3 per 
cent, as compared with the 11 per cent and 10 per cent in the 
years 1955 and 1954.) There has been a noteworthy shift in 
the distribution of the national income: for the first time since 
1953, the income of employees showed a higher rate of in- 
crease than that of employers. The proportion of the national 
income represented by wages and salaries amounted to 58.1 
per cent in 1955 and to 60.3 per cent in 1956. 


There have also been marked changes since 1954 and 1955 
in the uses to which the national income was put. In those 
years the rate of increase was highest in gross investment ac- 
tivity, whereas in 1956 the increase in private and public con 
sumption was higher than in investments. As a result of an in- 
crease in incomes, private consumption increased by 5 billion 
schillings to 71 billion: this represents a nominal increase of 
8 per cent and a real increase of 5-6 per cent over 1955. The 
increase in private consumption gave a strong impulse to cor 
Sumer goods production and to commerce. (Expansion of pro- 
duction was very pronounced in the textile, food and luxury- 
food industries.) The structure of retail sales underwent a 
noteworthy transformation: the proportion of supplementary re- 
tail sales accounted for by hard goods dropped from 23 per 
cent in 1955 to 13 per cent in 1956. The drop in the demand 
for vehicles was very marked. 


Another factor contributing to the expansion of consump- 
tion was the increase in the over-all wages and salaries of 
all manual workers, office workers and civil servants by 13-14 
per cent over the 1955 levels. Approximately three per cent 
was due to the increase in employment and more than ten per 
cent to the increase in wages and salaries. Since living costs 
rose at a lower rate, real earnings were higher than in 1955. 
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300 MILLION SCHILLINGS FOR AUSTRIAN PRIVATE IN- 
DUSTRY. In a recent visit to Vienna, Mr. Rittman, a special 
representative of the World Bank, held preliminary talks with 
Austrian officials concerning World Bank loans to Austria for 
the benefit of Austrian industry. The subject of the discus 
sion was a credit in the amount of approximately 300 million 
schillings for investment in the Austrian paper, machinery, 
textile and electrical industries. The prospect of these loans 
was held out during the recent visit of Finance Minister Ka- 
mitz to Washington. 


AUSTRIAN POWER LOAN OVERSUBSCRIBED. According to 
reports from Vienna, the 300-million-schilling power loan has 
been over-subscribed. A noteworthy factor in this develop- 
is the unusually high proportion of subscriptions for small 
amounts. The loan obviously benefited by the favorable at- 
mosphere resulting from the issuance of the popular invest- 
ment shares by the State-owned industries. Widespread inter- 
est in the purchase of securities has now been awakened am- 
ong the people. 


STATISTICS ON THE GAINFULLY EMPLOYED. The average 
age of the Austrian engaged in a gainful occupation is 35.9 
years (35 years, 10 months, 3 weeks and 3 days), the average 
age of men being higher (36.8 years) than that of women (34.3). 


The highest average age for all of the Austrian Laender 
was that of Vienna (38.2 years) and the lowest that of Vorarl- 
berg (32.9). The figures for the other Laender were as follows: 
Austria 34.9, Burgenland 33.7, Upper Austria 34.2, 
Styria 34.1, Carinthia 33.6, Salzburg 33.9 and Tyrol 33.5. 

The average age of laborers (35.3) is lower than that of 
office workers (37.4). The principal explanation for the high 
average of male office workers (in Vienna reaching the 
level of 41.6 years) is the longer period during which they en- 
gage in professional activity. Whereas only 1.12 per cent of 
the laborers are over 65, 2.29 of the male office workers are 
still professionally active after the age of 65. 

A typical feature of the population structure is the poor 
representation of those born between1917 through 1921. (This, 
the suffered the severest losses in 
World War IL) Of the gainfully employed population, 163,021 
come from the ranks of this group (between the ages of 36 and 
40). On the other hand, there are 194,468 from the 1902-1906 
age group, 15 years older. This disproportion is es- 
pecially apparent on the male side: the statistics show only 
109,089 gainfully employed men between 36 and 40 as against 
135,091 between 51 and 55. 
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HEAVY DEMAND FOR CONSUMER GOODS. The unusually 
early start of this year’s spring season brought the employ- 
ment level to 2,111,900 as of the end of March. This figure 
was 82,500 higher than in March 1955. 

The industrial-production index inJanuary 1957 was 223.4 
(1937 equals 100), or 5 per cent higher than in January 1956. 
However, the trend in certain branches of the economy was 
very uneven. Conditions are still good in the basic and con 





sumer-goods industries. (On the other hand, there is a slowly 
increasing decline in the capital goods industries, although 
this is an international rather than a specifically Austriay 
problem.) 

Despite favorable developments in export trade, the ey. 
cess of imports is considerably higher than in the preceding 
year. In January and February, this excess was 505 million 
schillings higher than in the comparable months of 1956. 


INSTITUTE ON “‘ENERGY LAW’’ FOUNDED. The ‘‘Austria 
Institute on Energy Law,’’ recently established in Vienna 
has been organized to study the development of laws govern. 
ing energy (electricity, gas, natural gas and atomic energy 
in Austria and other states. It will make an objective an 
scientific study of the attendant legal problems and bring its 
findings to the attention of the public, in order to promote 
understanding for the legal factors involved in power devel. 
opment. This subject is of particular importance in the ligh 
of the vital role played by the power economy in the general 
welfare of the nation. The Institute will be headed by pr 
Stefan Eggeler and the headquarters of the Institute wil! be 
located at Mariannengasse 4-6, Vienna IX. 


65% OF PAPER INDUSTRY EXPORTS GO TOOEEC COUNT. 
RIES. The press service of the Austrian paper industry re 
ports that the industry’s 1956 output, including cellulose, 
mechanical wood pulp, board and sulfite spirit, represented a 
value of 4.76 billion schillings. Of this amount, 1.22 billior 
covered the amounts of mechanical pulp and cellulose used ir 
domestic paper production, the remaining 3.54 billion schil 
lings’ worth being offered to other buyers. Of this amount 
2.18 billion schillings’ worth was exported, or (excluding sul 
fite spirit, which is supplied to the monopoly), 61.6 per cent 
of the total output value.(One dollar equals 26 Austrian schil 
lings — Ed.) 

The member states of the OFEC (Organization for Europe 
an Economic Cooperation) alone bought 65 per cent of the 
above-mentioned exports, or goods worth 1.42 billion schil- 
lings. These are the states which will form the area of the 
contemplated free-trade zone. Adding domestic sales in the 
value of 1.24 billion schillings to the exports to the OEEC 
states, i.e. to the future free-trade zone, it follows that —i! 
circumstances remain unchanged — 77.5 per cent of the pape 
industry’s future output will be sold in the duty-free area an¢ 
only 22.5 per cent elsewhere. 


STEEL EXPORT SETS RECORNM. Austrian rolling mills 
delivered a total of 112,000 tons of products in January. Of 
this amount, 63,000 tons were sheet metal. As compared with 
the record month of November (132,000 tons, including 69,000 
tons of sheet metal), the foregoing figures represent a col 
siderable decline. On the other hand, they are considerably 
higher than those for January 1956 (109,700 tons, incluaing 
50,600 tons of sheet metal). Of the sheet-metal production 
44.5 per cent was exported; of the other products, not quite 
35 per cent was shipped abroad. These figures show that 


exports in this field have again reached the record level of 


September 1956. 
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INCREASE IN AUSTRIAN EXPORTS TO CANADA. Austrian 
export shipments to Canada in 1956 were nearly 50 per cent 
higher than in 1955. In terms of value, these exports amount- 
ed to 195 million schillings in 1955 and to approximately 282 
million in 1956 (one dollar equals 26 schillings — Ed. ). 


COTTON MILLS GIRD FOR STRONGER COMPETITION. Of 
‘he 82,000 Austrian textile workers, the largest group consists 
f the 28,000 engaged by the cotton industry. The mechanical 
equipment of the cotton industry includes 630,000 bobbins 
and 13,800 looms (including 5,400 automatic units of ultra- 
construction). Production in 1956 amounted to 42,000 
tons of yam and 500 million yards of fabric. 

From the point of view of domestic sales, the market is 
becoming increasingly constricted as a result of rising im 
The result of the liberalization program has been that 
imports of cotton yarns rose from 747 tons (worth 68 million 
schillings) in 1954 to 1,100 tons (83 million schillings) in 
1955 and 1,460 tons (105 million schillings) in 1956. (One 
jollar equals 6 Austrian schillings — Ed.). In the case of 
cotton fabrics, there was an increase from 1,365 tons (worth 
133 million schillings) in 1954 to 2,533tons (208 million schil- 
lings) in 1955 and 3,281 tons (258 million schillings) in 1956. 
These figures show that imports of cotton yam doubled within 
a period of two years while those of cotton fabrics rose two 
and-one-half times. 

The competitive struggle is even keener in the export 
field. Before the war, 86 per cent of the yarns and 53 per cent 
of the fabrics went to markets in eastern and south-eastern 
Furope. These markets have largely disappeared and it has 
been necessary to develop new outlets in other parts of Eu- 
rope and overseas. Cotton exports have continued to rise: in 
1954 they amounted to 1,317 tons (worth 115 million schil- 
lings); in 1955, 1,480 tons (137 million schillings) and in 
1956, 1,670 tons (150 million schillings). 
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“COTTON PROMOTION." The Association of Austrian Cot- 
ton Spinners and Weavers recently issued a report describing 
the joint promotion plan for cotton which is being successful- 
ly carried on by a number of European andnon-European count- 
ries. The programs involved are part of an overall project 
known as ‘‘Cotton Promotion,’’ and are being fostered in the 
German Federal Republic, Belgium, France, the Netherlands, 
Italy, Switzerland, Spain, Colombia, Japan and Mexico. Aus- 
tralia, Canada and England are also promoting cotton. 

The above-named Austrian association has now estab 
lished an Austrian Cotton Institute to deal with all problems 
connected with cotton and to acquaint consumers with the in 
dustry’s newest products and improvements in quality. Thus, 
the function of the institute is to serve not only the industry 
but, first and foremost, the consumer. 

At the Sixth Vienna Women’s Fashion Week, to be held at 
the end of May, there will be increased emphasis on cotton, 





as shown in new cotton fashions by outstanding designers. 
The Seventh Fashion Week, which will be held in the fall to 
display spring and summer styles for 1958, will also put grea- 
ter emphasis on cotton. Vienna’s haute couture will partici- 
pate in the cotton fashions show to be held at Venice on Sep- 
tember 25 during the International Conference of the Federa- 
tion of Cotton and Allied Textile Industries. 


NEW ORE DEPOSITS FOUND. The Mitterberg copper mine 
in Land Salzburg has embarked upon a million-schilling 
project to discover additional ore reserves. A newly dug 
shaft has opened up such favorable ore conditions, that it 
seems advisable to extend it by 400 feet to a total of 800 
feet. 


AUSTRIAN POST OFFICE BUSTLING. The recently issued 
business report of the Austrian postal system gives an im 
pressive picture of the increased scope of that department’s 
activities. Operational revenue during 1956 was 120 million 
schillings, or 6 percent higher than in 1955 (one dollar equals 
26 Austrian schillings — Ed.). This was achieved with a staff 
increase of only 2.6 percent. 

Income from postal fees and charges was about 6 per cent 
higher than in 1955. The number of domestic letters mailed 
increased by 29.4 million, parcels increasing by 1.5 million. 
Domestic money order sales rose by 3.9 per cent (and in terms 
of the amounts forwarded, by 6.7 per cent’. There was also an 
increase in foreign mailings. The number of letters arriving 
rose by approximately 14.4 million (17.7 per cent) and the 
number of letters processed for mailing abroad by 12.3 million 
(18.3 per cent). A similar trend was observable in respect to 
airmail. Letters received rose by 6.3 million and letters pro- 
cessed by nearly half a million. Transit mail, an important 
earner of foreign exchange, registered an increase of 123,000 
parcels. 

Deposits in the Post Office Savings Bank increased by 
5.1 million, or 8 per cent. In terms of value, the increase a- 
mounted to 3.8 billion schillings, or 9.5 per cent. Withdrawals 
at the Bank rose by 1.7 billion schillings. 

Generally speaking, there was no change in the number or 
length of Post Office truck routes, the public busses they run, 
or the administration of communications. The only change was 
in the number of riders conveyed, which reached the unpreced- 
ented figure of 56,831,740. 

There was likewise no interruption in the rising rate at 
which telegraph and teletype services were being used. As of 
the end of 1956, there were 2,662 subscribers to the teletype 
network. 

A total of 23,818,935 hours of chargeable telephone con- 
versation was registered. This was an increase of approxi- 
mately 18 per cent over 1955. Incoming and outgoing telephone 
calls with foreign countries accounted for a total of 8,282,496 
minutes. The public telephone circuit increased nearly 7 per 
cent over the 1955 figure to a total of 320,714 connections for 
the entire country. 

As of the end of the year in Austria, where the Post Office 
is responsible for public communications services, 1,789,992 
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licenses for the use of radio receivers were in force. This 
means that 81 out of every 100 households have radios. The 
number of television set licenses rose from 1,420 to 3,818 
(169 per cent). 


TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS VIA ELECTRICAL CIRC- 
UITS. Some of the remoter mountain areas of Austria which 
are’ far from the main communication lines are still without 
telephone connections. In the case of accidents or sickness 
precious time is often lost before aid can be summoned from a 
larger community. However, it is now possible for such outly- 
ing areas to establish telephone contact with other localities. 
After a long period of experimentation, a former employee of 
the postal system has developed a telephone apparatus by 
means of which conversations can be conducted over the so- 
called neutral conductor, i.e. the third wire of the light lines 
which does not conduct current. (It will not, however, be pos- 
sible to telephone via heavy-current, surface lines.) The ap- 
paratus has to be grounded over a water main, a gas pipe or 
some such direct connection with the earth. 

Until recently, telephone communication over the neutral 
conductor was considered impossible. Only after practical ex- 
perimentation were technicians convinced of its feasibility. 
As a result of the successful outcome of the tests, the Postal 
Administration has ordered the construction of a handy and 
easily portable apparatus. The unit, equipped with a detach- 
able ground connection, could be carried by doctors or mid- 
wives in their bags. 

Communication over the 110-volt or 220-volt lighting net- 
works will mainly benefit those small communities which 
have no other telephone connections. Any recipient of light- 
ing current will be able, through the use of this apparatus, to 
converse with any of his neighbors. It will not be possible, 
however, to hold confidential telephone conversations, be 
cause any neighbor of either speaker will be able to listen in. 


AUSTRIA ACCEDES TO INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT 
AGREEMENT. Since Austria recently ratified the Internatio- 
nal Copyright Agreement, Alois Wollgruber, the Austrian An- 
bassador in Paris, has deposited the instruments of Austria’s 
ratification of the Agreement and its protocols with the Gen- 
eral Director of UNESCO, as provided in Article 8 of the Agree- 
ment. One of the most important provisions of the instrument 
is that a copyrighted work should, as a minimum, benefit by 
protection during the lifetime of the author and for 25 years 
after his death. 


INTERNATIONAL SURGEONS’ CONGRESS IN VIENNA. The 
Austrian Section of the International College of Surgeons, in 
conjunction with the German, Dutch and Swiss sections, is 
organizing an international meeting of surgeons to be held in 
Vienna from October 18-20, 1957. The topics to be discussed 
at the meeting, which will be held in the First Surgical Clinic 
of Vienna University, will be: 1. Recent developments incar 
cinoma therapy; 2. Bone tumors; 3. Errors in diagnosis and 
treatment; 4. X-Rays of the internal organs, their value and 
their limitations. 


— 





NEW COINS TO BE ISSUED. A new 25-schilling coin wi 
make its appearance on May 2. The new silver coin wil! be 
of the same size and weight as its two predecessors, the 
commemorative coin in honor of the reopening of the State 
theaters and the Mozart commemorative coin. On one side 
the new 25-schilling issue will show the basilica of Maria 
zell, with the dates 1157 and 1957. The other side wij 
show the coats of arms of the nine Austrian Laender, whic) 
have also been featured on the earlier 25schilling pieces, 


The Ministry of Finance is taking great pains to replace 
the plain-looking coins of the postwar period with more 
attractive ones. The issuance of new 10-schilling coins yjj| 
begin on Jluy 1. The next coin being considered is a 1. 
schilling issue. It is planned to use a metal alloy with « 
yellowish tint for this purpose. It will probably be smaller 
than the previous aluminum coins. Within a few years, it is 
planned to mint new 5-schilling pieces. 


BEARS AND PEOPLE MUTUALLY INSURED IN CARINTHIA. 
Arrangements have recently been concluded at Klagenfurt fo 
a system of ‘‘bear insurance.’’ Last fall, the Carinthian Land 
Government decreed that bears crossing into Carinthia fror 
Slovenia over the Karawanken mountains should benefit fror 
measures designed to conserve natural life. However, inor 
der to protect farmers against vicious exceptions to the gen 
eral run of docile animals, an insurance arrangement has beer 
worked out with the Laender Insurance Organization. The 
hunters of Carinthia have undertaken to pay the premium. 


A ROUND ONE-FAMILY HOUSE. The first round one-family 
house in Austria is now under construction. For the time be- 
ing, the house will serve for demonstration purposes. Should 
it prove its worth and meet with a favorable response, the 
tower-shaped house would go into assembly-line production 
this summer enabling a purchaser to get an ultra-modern home 
in five weeks, whereas the construction of a rectangular one 
family house of the same size takes eight to ten weeks in 
Austria. 


The house has been patented by the German architect 
Ostermann. Entire settlements of such houses have already 
been erected in the German Federal Republic. Lying at the 
basis of its design is a circle about 33 ft. in diameter. The 
entrance door affords access to the central hall, from which 
doors open up into the individual partitioned rooms. On the 
ground floor there is a living roo, a bedroom, two small 
rooms for children or guests, a kitchen and a bathroom. 


The house asa whole stands on a raised foundation 20 
in. in height. It is closed at the top by a flat roof. It also 
features a terrace, built on the sunny side of the house. 


According to the designer, the fast construction and as 


sembly-line production make for a price level requiring a down 


payment of only 400-600 dollars. 
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CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


MAN'S ADAPTATION TO HIGH MOUNTAINS. The Alpine Re- 
search Center of Innsbruck University at Obergurgl is engaged 
in interesting research on climate conditions in high mountain 
areas. One of the purposes of the study is to determine what 
happens to the circulation and faculties of human beings on 
reaching high altitudes from lower ones. 

Seventeen students of Innsbruck University, all of them 
average athletes, are spending a three-week “winter sports 
yacation’’ at Obergurgl, where the Alpine Research Center is 
lotated. The physiological adaptation of the students to the 
high-mountain areas is being studied with ultra-modern equip- 
ment. A record is kept of changes in the sensitivity of the 
heart and muscles, in the behavior of the iron level of the 
blood and changes in electro-cardiogram results. 





AUSTRIA HAS HIGHEST RATIO OF PHYSICIANS. The 
Statistical Yearbook of the United Nations shows that in 
1955 Austria had the highest per capita ratio of physicians 
of any of the nations reported on. The figures showed one 
physician for every 630 inhabitants. Austria was followed 
by Switzerland with one physician for every 700 inhabitants, 
New Zealand with one for every 720, the German Federal 
Republic with one for every 740 and the United States with 
one for every 760. The Sudan and Indonesia had the smallest 
number of physicians, the figures being one per 81,000 and 
71,000 inhabitants, respectively. 
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INNSBRUCK UNIVERSITY REPORTS RECORD ATTEND- 
ANCE BY FOREIGN STUDENTS. A record number of foreign 
Students are registered at Innsbruck University this year. The 
total student body of 2,686 includes 1,267 Austrian (47.2%) 
and 1,419 foreign (52.8%) students. Students from the German 
Federal Republic account for 34 per cent of the student body 
and 64 per cent of the foreign group. Among the 35 other na 
tonalities represented at the University are Italy, the United 
States, Greece and Switzerland. The highest percentage of 
foreign student registration is in the Faculty of Theology 
64%), followed by the Faculty of Medicine (62.8%). In terms 
of numbers, the Faculty of Philosophy has become the Uni- 
versity’s largest (885 students, or 30.7 per cent of the total 
Student body). 


1957 STATE PRIZES FOR ART AND LITERATURE 
AWARDED, This year’s winners of the State Prizes for Art 
and Literature were Prof. Alfred Wickenburg, the painter, 
Franz Nabl, the Styrian poet; Hans Erich Apostel, the Vien- 
hese composer, and Otto Siegl, the Graz composer now 
living in Vienna. 





STATE PRIZES FOR AUSTRIAN PUBLISHERS. The Associ- 
ation of Austrian Book Dealers recently organized a competi- 
tion at which the mostattractive Austrian books for 1956 were 
awarded State Prizes. The purpose of this ‘“‘book beauty con- 
test’’ was to induce publishers to improve the visual appear 
ance of their products. (Primarily, however, the competition 
was intended as an exhibition of the achievements of all the 
graphic arts trades, industries and designers involved in the 
production of books and book jackets.) At a press conference 
it was emphasized that, from the technical point of view, the 
Austrian book trade has no reason to fear comparison with for- 
eign books. There is a world-wide demand for Austrian books 
at the present time. (Until recently, the greatest percentage 
of exported Austrian books were scientific works; more re- 
cently, however, there has been a shift in the direction of lit- 
erary and art books, fields in which German and Swiss pub- 
lishing houses had hitherto held a dominating position.) In 
1955, books accounted for 0.9 per cent of all Austrian ex- 
ports. By way of comparison, Austrian magnesite exports dur 
ing the same year represented 1.1 per cent of the total. 

‘*The most attractive Austrian books of 1956’’ are to be 
shown at a number of international book exhibitions and book 
trade fairs starting with the Second International Book Fair 
at Chicago. During June, they will be on display at exhibiti- 
ons and fairs in the Polish cities of Warsaw, Cracow and 
Wroclaw. Later, they will be seen in London, at the Frank- 
furt Book Fair and in Berlin. Other cities which will have an 
opportunity to see these examples of Austrian book design 
are Istanbul, Sofia, Belgrade, Buenos Aires, Montevideo, Rio 
de Janeiro, Copenhagen, Oslo, Stockholm and Goeteborg. 


LARGEST EUROPEAN ORGAN BEING ASSEMBLED. The 
huge organ of St. Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna, which was 
completely destroyed on April 8, 1945, is now being rebuilt 
and reassembled on the site of the old organ gallery. A few 
days ago some 20 workers were busy transporting the central 
section of the organ — which is the largest in Europe — into 
the Cathedral. At the same time, they began assembling the 
wooden organ case in which the steel structure of the organ 
will be housed. Although the work is proceding at a steady 
rate and without interruptions, it is unlikely that this giant 
organ will be completed and ready for use before 1959. There- 
after, the organ which is now in service will be used only as 
a stand-by. 


FRESCOES CONCEALED UNDER CATHEDRAL. Beneath 
the baroque Salzburg Cathedral lies the foundation of a Roma- 
nesque cathedral which was destroyed by firein the 16th cent- 
ury. Recent excavations in the area of the present Cathedral 
have resulted in the discovery of valuabie frescoes which are 
some seven hundred years old. The excavators have also 
found tin coffins of princes of the Church who were buried in 
ornate, gold-decorated vestments and wearing magnificent 


Signet rings. The entire outline of the Romanesque cathedral 
is still discernible. Traces of an even older church lie buried 
beneath the Cathedral. Thus far, four sets of frescoes from 
the twelfth century have been unearthed. 
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GRAZ SUMMER FESTIVAL TO FEATURE ‘‘MIDSUMMER 
NIGHT'S DREAM"’ AND ‘‘SALOME"’. This year’s summer 
festival at Graz will be keyed to the theme: ‘‘Cross-section 
of 20th century opera.’’ The performances, which will be 
presented in a festive atmosphere, will run from June 2 until 
July 7. This year a visit to the Vienna Festival (June 1-23) 
can be advantageously combined with attendance at the Graz 
Festival, since the latter will continue until July 7. 


The Graz Opera House will present ‘‘Der Rosenkavalier’’ 
and ‘‘Ariadne auf Naxos’’ by Ricard Strauss, Pfitzner’s 
‘‘Palestrina’’ and also Hindemith’s ‘‘Mathis der Maler’’ and 
Berg’s ‘‘Wozzec,’’ the two later works as representative 
modern operas. The Burggarten will feature its performance 
of Shakespeare’s ‘‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream,’’ which has 
now become an established tradition. At the Schlossberg 
theater, one of Austria’s largest open-air theaters, there is 
to be a production of Richard Strauss’ ‘‘Salome.’’ The 
Festival will also include a number of select orchestral and 
chamber music concerts in the Stephanie Hall, in the court- 
yatd of the Joanneum and in the magnificent rooms of the 
Baroque Palace. 


“INTERNATIONAL LABOR FILM WEEK" IN VIENNA. 7, 
Second ‘‘International Labor Film Week’’ is scheduled fy, 
Vienna from June 31 to July 7. Movies to be shown during th 
event will deal with social policy problems, trade union ques. 
ions and film problems specific to the general subject 


WILDGANS COMMEMORATIVE STAMP. In commemoration ») 
the 25th anniversary of the death of the Austrian poet Ant, 
Wildgans, the Austrian Postal Department has issued a spec. 
MiQGIETEERTa 2) postage stamp. The new issue ‘features , 
aj STI s portrait of the writer against a tinted bari. 
a \ideeeeeenes| eround. To the left, above the head, there, 
uh” mm a representation of a lyre crowned with, 
ig: laurel branch as a symbol of poetry. Ty 
name of Anton Wildgans appears upper rigy 
18 with his dates, 1881 and 1932, as well x 
Cisaa a date: the denomination ‘‘1 schilling.’’ The stam 
were first issued on April 29, although the 
did not go into official use until May 3. The dimensions of 
Stamp are 29.8 x 38.5 mm., the color is steel blue, the 
Signer was Hans Strohofer and the engraver Ferdinand Lorbe 
Two million copies of the stamp will be issued. 
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